JOHN  KNOX                        87
country, and that Edinburgh would have the
freedom to cc use and choose what religion and
manner thereof they may please."
The Congregation accepted the terms, but
neither party to the treaty honoured them. Mary
of Guise did not intend to let the six months until
the beginning of January slip past and then find
herself at the end of the time faced by a larger
army than she had at her command. She may
not have wished tD deal harshly with the Protest-
ants, but she meant to be in a position to impose
her will if need be. French troops were therefore
introduced into the country, and the regent
started to fortify Leith, the port of Edinburgh,
and only a few miles distant from it. The reform-
ing leaders, for their part, could not restrain their
followers from breaking up Catholic services, and
they did not try very hard. They distrusted the
regent's intentions, and they renewed their
appeals to England for assistance.
Knox had left Edinburgh after its surrender to
the regent, and had gone on a preaching tour,
crowds gathering to listen to him wherever he
preached. But he was in close touch with the
Lords of the Congregation. He had been
appointed secretary, and on him devolved the
correspondence with the English Court. Eliza-
beth would not permit his name to be spoken in
her presence, but Cecil was anxious that Scot-
land should not become a province of France,